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The PRINCIPLES and PRACTICE of the 


Holy PaTRIARCHS, and the Laws 6 


GOD, and NATURE: 


MTA 


PE TITION, Oc. for e fhe lame, and putting 


it upon an equal Footing wich the Marriages of the 
 Duakers and Fews ſupported throughout by Reg- 


fon and Scripture, and the Determination of two re · 


markable Caſes of Conſcience, the one reſp-Qing ics 
dorce, the other Palygany 3 5 


By a Bishop of the Church or England. 


dn pudet igilur Phyſicum, id ft, Aeculatorem, venatorengus 
Nature, ab animi conſuctudine zmbutis, petere teftunonum o. 
ritatis? | M. T. Cicero de Natura Deorum. 


* Is it not a ſhame then, for a Natural Philoſopher, that is, 2 


Perſon engaged in conſidering and purſuing the Track t 


Nature, to expect a Teſtimony of the TRT U, from Minds, 
« which till retain the Prejudices of their Education??ꝰ 
Marcus TULLI1Us Cicero, of the Nature of the Gods. Book i. 5 30. 
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A NEW 


Form of Manztace, &c. 


Th b the abr Houſe of Gomes; 


7 bh humble PETITION of a Country 


Clergyman, in Behalf of himſelf 


and others, Sc. 


Hunbh fheweth, Me 


the Second, intituled, An Act for the better 
preventing of Clandeſtine Marriages, it is al- 


| lowed that the Marriages of the Qzaters and : 


foros are good, and valid; thereby ſuppoſ- 


ing, that when Contracts of this ſort are 
770 in themſelves, they want not the Aſ- 
tance of any Laws to make them ſo: we 


pour Petitioners having deviſed a Form, 
which, for its intrinſic Legality and Agree- 


_ ableneſ- to the Primitive Inſtitution, we be- 
lieve be ſuperior to theirs, do therefore 
huml! iy Crave Leave to ſubmit it to your 
5 A 2 Con- 


HAT whereas, by an Act of Par- 
lament made in the Twenty-ſixth 
— Tear of his late Majeſty King George 
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1 1 NEW FORM 


Confideration, requeſting, that as. we are 
natural born Subjects of this Realm, and 
no Separatiſts, nor any Way but with re- 


ſpect to its Forms of Marriage, Diſſenters 
from the Church of Fngland, we, and as 


many others as are in Conſcience ſo diſpo- 
ſed, may be permitted to uſe the ſame; and 
that your Indulgence in this Behalf may be 
* inferted in ſome Clauſe of the Act now un- 
der Amendment, in Preference to that which 


has been hitherto granted to the two ſorts of 
People before- mentioned; fince the Law 
confiders the former of them only as Secta- 
ies, and the other as — and Aliens 


in this Kingdom. 


We would humbly propoſe then, that 


when the Parties to be married ſhall be met 


together in the Manner as hereafter ſhall be 


appointed, that the Man ſhall read, or cauſe 


to be read, as an Introduction to the Cere- 
mony, and an unqueſtionable Warrant for 
their Proceedings, the following Paſſages of 
the Old Teſtament, to wit; 


Orxrsis, EP 27, 28 —ii. 20, 21, 22, 


23, 24.— iv. 19, 23.—vi. I, 2, 3.— ix. 1, 6, 


7.,—XVI. 1, 3.—Xxxv. I.— Xxx. 1, to the 


End of 10; and from 14 to the End of 
17.—Xxxvi. 1, 2.—Xxxvii. 2 —xlviii. 15, 
16.—JEREMIAH, vi. 16. 


Tn-the Beginning GO . the Hein 


and the Earth, —God created Man in bis own 


in age; 


of MARRIAGE, . = 


Image; ; in the Image of God created he bim, 
Male and Female created he them. And God 
faid unto them, be fruitful and multiply, and 
repleniſh the Forth. —But for I here 
was not found a proper Ajjiſtant for him. And 
the LoRD God cauſed a deep Sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and be ſlept; and he took one of his 
Ribs, and cloſed up the F leſh inſtead thereof. 
And the Rib which the Lord God bad taken 
from Man, made be a Woman, and brougbt 
ber unto the Man. And Adam ſaid, This 
is now Bone of my Bones, and Fleſh of my Fleſh, 
ſhe ſhall be called Woman, becauſe ſhe was ta- 
ken out of Man. Therefore ſhall a Man leave 
is Father and his Mother, and ſhall cleave 
unto his Wife, and they tivo ſhall be one Fleſh. 
And Lamech 7ook unto him two Wives, the 
Name of the one was Adah, and the Name "8 
| tbe other Zillah. And Lamech ſaid unto bis 
.. Wives Adah and Zillah, Hear my Voice, ye 
Mi ves of Lamech, hearken unto my Speech : 
for 1 have flain a Man, to my wounding, and 
* young Man, fo my burt. — And it came to 
paſs when Men began to multiply upon the Face 
. of the Earth, and Daughters abe re born unto 
them, that the Sons of God /aw the f Daughters 


| 
N 
! 


* Id quod neceſſario fers e fi quis, venereo fu- 

rore percitus, concubitum petat cum uxore gravida. Alte- 

| rum enim è duobus evenire neceſſe eſt: aut ut homunculus 
5 pereat de patre p- oveniens, aut is, quem utero mater geſta- 
1 verat; utrumqne, ut alt patriarcha, ra. dopo ad detri men- 
lum patris, et crudele homicidium. Raro accidit, euz media 

intercedit Tuperhetato.; | 
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.of Men, that they were fair, and they trol thers 
Wives, of all which they choſe. And God jets, 


My Spirit ſhall not always firtve with Man, * 


conſidering that he is Fleſh; yet bis Days 
ſhall be an hundred and twenty Years.— Aud 
God blefjed Noah and his Sons, and ſaid unto 
them, Be fruitful and multiply, and repleniſh 
the Earth. Whoſo fheddeth Man's blood, by 


Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed : for in the Image 
of God made be Man. And you, be ye frut- 


ful and multiply, bring forth abundantly in the 


Earth, and multiply therein, — Now Sarai, 
Abram's Wife, bare him no Children : ana 


ſhe bad an Handmaid, an Egyptian, whoſe - 
Name was Hagar. And Sarai, Abram's wife, 
zook Hagar ber Maid, the Egyptian, after 
Abram had dwelt ten Years in the Land of 
Canaan, and gave her to her Huſband Abram, 


to be bis Mie -—Then again Abraham took a 


Wife, and "Ho Name was Keturah.—And 


when Rachael ſaw that ſhe bare Jacob no 


Children, Rachael envied ber Siſter ; and ſaid 


unto Jacob, Give me Children, or elſe 1 ate. 


And Jacob's Anger was kindled againſt Ra- 


chael; And he jaid, Am JI in God's flead, 
who hath 7thbeld from thee the Fruit of the 


Womb? And ſhe ſaid, Behold, my Maid Bil- 
hah, 3 go in unto ber and fie ſhall bear upon 


SW, in as he is even n Fleſp, &c. The old French 


Tranſlation has, Mon eſprit ne debatra point atousjours avec 
P homme, pour auch, gu "al ef auſſi Lien chgir—that 18, As being 
Fic like other Creatures. 
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my Knees, that 1 may alſo bave Children by 
ber. And ſhe gave 42 Bilhah her Handmaid 
to wife: and Jacob went in unto her, And 
| Bilhah concerved, and bare Jacob a Son. And 
: Rachael ſaid, God hath judged me, and hath 
3}  glſo heard my Voice, and bath given me a Son : 
N therefore called ſhe his Name Dan. And 
Bilhah, Rachael's Maid, conceived again, 
and bare Jacob à ſecond Son. And Rachael 
ſaid, With great Wreſilings bave I wreſtled 
with my Siſter, and I have prevailed : and 
he called his Name Naphtali.— Vhen Leah 
ſaw that ſhe had lf? bearing, ſhe trok Zil pah 
ber Maid, and gave her Jacob to Wife. And 
Zilpah, Leah's * Maid. bare Jacob a jecond 
ee e Reuben went in the Days of 
Wheat-harveſt, and found Mandrakes in the 
Field, and OD them unto his Mother 
Leah. Then Rachael ſaid fo Leah, Give me, 
1 pray thee, of thy Son's Mandrakes And 
1 fhe ſaid unto ber, Is it a ſmall Matter 2 tbou 
43 haſt taken my Huſband ? and wouldeſt thou 
Tae away my Sons Mandrakes alſo? And 
3 Rachael ſaid, Therefore he ſhall lie with thee 
> To-nigit for thy Son's Mandrakes, And Jacob 


| came out of the Field in the Evening, and Leah 
N  wwent out to meet him, and ſaid, Thou muſt 
+ come in unto me, for ſurely 1 have hired thee 
K with my Son's Mandrakes. And he lay with 

-W--- ber that Night. And God hearkened unto 


Feab, and ſhe concei ved, and bare Jacob the 


Ai 
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fifth Son,— Now theſe are the Generations «f 
Eſau, who is Edom. Eſau took his Wives of 
tbe Daughters of Canaan ; Adah the Daugb- 
rer of Elon te Hittite, and Aholibamah the 
Daughter of Anah the Daughter of Zibeon 
the Hivite.—Theſe are the Generations of Ja- 
cob: Joſeph being ſeventeen Tears old, us 
feeding the Fleck with bis Brethren, and the 
Lad was with the Sons of Bilhah, and with 
_ the Son's of Lilpah, his Fathers Wives: and 
be bleſſed Joſeph and ſaid, The God which fed 
me all my Life long unto this Day, the Angel 
which redeemed me from all Evil, bleſs the 
Lads.—Beloved, ye hear by this Scripture, 
how much the Lord approved of the Pa- 
triarch Jacob in all his Ways. Doubt ye not, 
therefore, but give Ear to the Words of the 


Prophet. And be not like the Gainſayers, 


- difobalione” to the ſame. For, Yhus faith 
the Lord, Stand ye in the Ways and ſee, 
 antl aſ for the old Paths, where is the good 
Way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt 
for your ſouls : but they leid, Me will not walk 
therein. 

From the GosPELS. - 


And they brought young Children to C brift, 
| that be ſhould touch them, and his Diſciples 
rebuked thoſe that brought them : but when 
25 Jaws it, he was much 3 and 


of MARRIAG GE, &c. 9 


Juch i is the Kingdom of Heaven: Mark x. 1 Jy 
14. And the third Day there was a Mar- 
riage in Cana of Galilee, and the Mother of 

eſus was there, and both Jeſus was called 


and his Diſciples to the Marriage. And when 


they bad no Wine, the Mother of Jeſus jaith, 
They have no Wine. — And when the Ruler of 
tbe. Feaſt had taſted the Water, that was made 


Wine, be called the Bridegroom and ſaid unto 
bim, Every Man at the beginning doth ſet forth 


good Wine, and when Men bave well drunk 
then that which 15 worſe, but thou haſt kept the 
good Wine until now. John ii. 1, &c, 


From the EpIST I ES. 


In the latter Times ſome ſhall d. part from 
the Faith, giving beed to ſeducing Spirits and 


«Dedrines of Devils, forbidding to marry, and 


commanding ib abhain from Meats, which God 


hath created. to be received with Thankſeiving 


of them that believe and know the Truth. For 
every Creature of God is good, and nothing ta 
be refuſed if it be received with Thankſgiving, 


I Tim. iv. &c. Happy is he that condemneth 


not himſelf in the Thing that be alloweth, Rom. 


iv. 22, As free, and not uſing your Liberty 
48 a Ciba of Maliciouſneſs, out 6 as the Servants. 


of God, 1 Peter ii. 16. 
| Declaration of both Parties. 


Oraſmuch as the firſt Command of 


the ALMIGHTY given to Mankind 
at the Creation, was, zncreaſe, and multiply, 


and 


* 
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and repleniſh the Earth, which Command 
hath never been by him revoked; we there- 
fore being deſirous to comply with the ſame, 
do conceive, in the firſt Place, that we have 
no Occaſion to apply to any of the Sons of 
Men for Leave or Licence to do out Duty; 
ſince allowing them a Right to controul us 
in a Caſe where God nds is an Act of 
Impiety, and giving them a Power er 
to that of Gd. 

2. And whereas it appears by the Hiſtory 
of the Marriage of Adam and Eve, that the 
Mediation of an carthiy PRIEST is not eſſen- 
tial to the Validity of a Marriage-Contra&t, 
or the Privacy of the Tranſaction any Hin- 
drance to the ſame, fince in that Cafe the 
Children of the ſaid Adam and Eve would 
have been Baſtards, and not Sons: we there- 
fore declare, that no Prigſt of any Profeſſion 
bas a Right de jure divino, to intermeddle in 
the Affairs of a Marriage Contract, or the 
Office of Marriage; nor is the Preſence of 
any other Perſon neceary, beſide the con- 
tracting Parties, except only for the Purpoſe 
of e the ame, 

Becauſe in the prefent Courfe of the 
V orld, altered from what it was in a State 


The Biſhops and Chrey of the fcft Chriſtiens had no 


farther Concern in the Marriage of the Laity, than juſt ch 


give their Advice, probably to ſecure them from marrying 


Heathens, 
| - HO «8 Monig. & ad Uxorem. b 


MARRIAGE, &. 11 


of Innocence, it very rarely happens, that 


any one Wo can anſwer all the Purpries 


for which Matrimmy was ordained; and 
becauſe it is likewiſe recorded in holy Writ, 
(Gen. vi. 2.) that tbe Sons of God, or the 


moſt religious of human Race, were not, 


from the moſt early Ages, confined to one 


Woman, but 700 themſelves Wives, of all 


which they choſe ;” which Practice was af- 
terwards continued by Abrabam, and the 
Patriarchs; by their Deſcendants the whole 


Tewrſh People ; Y by the Ißhmaelites, Tur ks, 35 


and Arabians, and other People of the Eaſl, 


where Traditions are preſerved and ex- 
plained, by z79477a%le Cuſtoms ſubſiſting to 
this Day : We therefore believe a Plurality 


of Waves, ſuch as is permitted in thoſe 


many Nations.” to be agreeable to the Law 
of Nature, agreeable to the holy Scriptures 


of the 0⁰ Teſlament, and the Senſe and 


Pradice of far the greater Part of human 


Race. 


4. And whereas our Saviour himſelf, 


being a Native of the Haſt, and well ac- 


quainted with the Antiquity, Lui verſality, 


and lettled Eſabliſhmeut of that CusTom, 


hath no where abrogated, or even objeed to 
the ſame; which Road would have been 


en ent with the Eud and Deſign of 
his Incarnation; for if in the Character of 


the Saviour of the Morld, he had laid ſuch 


a Reſtraint upoa the Mar riages then — 
B 2 119 
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ing, it would have put ſuch a ſudden ſtop 


to Propagation, as would viſibly have de- 
feated that Purpoſe, and made his Errand 
incredibie, by leaving him from the Time 


of his Appearance Cos pra ipeaiing] 
very few to fave. 


Whereas, on the contrary, it appears, that 


this was an Evil. which he was ſollicitous to 


prevent, by ordering liztle Children io come 
zin!0 him, as being thoſe, who were to make | 


the Subjects of his Kingdem of Heaven; 
which implies, that he permitted them to bo 
Vorn as uſual, (for, if they were not to be 


born, they could not come.) We therefore, 
for theſe Reaſons, believe, and by this Mri- 


king declare our Belief, that the Priviledge 


of a PLURALITY of Mives (as ſubfiſting in 


the Time of our Saviour) was never revo- 


ked or aboliſhed by him, or intended to be 
revoked or aboliſhed by his Gos?tL : For 


to ſuppoſe any Thing deducible from 


Chriſt's Religion, which ſhall defeat the 


main End of his Miſſion, would diſcredit 


both, by ſetting them at Variance with each 


other. As the preſen Opinion then has ſo | 


bad a Tendency, we think it, for the Ho- 


nour of the Chriſtian Religion, as well as 
more agreeable to Truth, to Geny that ſuch 
an Opinion has its Foundation in the Geſpel; 
and to ſuppoſe it rather to have ariſen from 


the miſguided Zea!, or perilous Condition of 
the firſt Chr HRS, Which by Reaſon of Per- 


ſecution, 


of MARRIAGE, &. 13 


fecution, was not very favourable to Matri- 
mony ; or from their ignorant Interpretation 
of ſome obſcure Paſlages in St. Pavr's 
Eſiſtles, with which St. PETER upbraids 
them, Of which Circumſtances, the cun- 
ning Part of the Prieſthood, in after 
Ages, took the Advantage, and letting 
the Lawyers and MacisTRATEs into 
a Part of their Gains, eſtabliſhed a De- 
LUSION, which gave them the ſoint Command 
of one of the ſtrongeſt Paſſiuns in Human 
Nature, and thereby a Dominion over the na- 
tural Freedom of Mankind ; which Impoſition, 
we think it is the Duty of every good Pro- 
teſtant to expoſe and reſiſt; and of every 
wiſe Government to endeavour to remove. 

This being repeated by both Parties, the 
Man with his Right Hand, taking the Woman 
by ber Right Hand, ſhall jay, 

Agreably then to this Declaratian, 15 
take you —, to my wedded Wife, aſter 
the Example of the Holy PATRIARCsSV, 
and according to the Laws of Gop and 
NarTuRe, though not according to the 
Laws of this LAND: however this our 
Contract ſhall have all the Advantage of an 

 Encrisn Marriage, with Reſpect to mu- 
tual Kindneſs, Aſllftance, Fidelity, and Com- 
munication of . and Subſtance; out 
of which, as far as it is in our Diſpoſal, we 
will, by mutual Conſent, reciprocally, faith. 


july, 
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late that any Atiempt to conceal a De 
quency of this Sort, ſhall be ſubject to the 
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Fully, and conſcienticuſiy, make Proviſion for 
our Children, as we foreſee Occaſion. 
And to prevent any ill Conſequences to 


them or curſeFves, from any Ads of Incon- 


fancy, or carnal Commerce with Strangers, 
we do moſt religiouſly promiſe, that in 
Caſe of ſuch Accidents, (which God pre- 
vent) we will each to each moſt punctually 


diſcloſe, and confeſs the ſame, before we 


proceed again to any conjugal Embraces, 
or any bodily Contact, which may com- 
municate Infection or Diſeaſe, which is now 

the natural Conſequence of F ornication, or 
the promiſcuous Uſe of different Men and 


Women. 
And for our better Security herein, againſt 8 


the Frailties of human Nature, we 5 
in- 


Penalties agreed upon, in + Articles, which 


wie have previouſly made, and executed — 
that Purpoſe. 


And for the Performance of this our 


Contract, to the heſt of my Power, I give 


you my ſerious and ſolemn Engagement, 


by plighting my Treth. 


Then loofing their Hands, the Woman with 


ber right Hand ſhall take the Man 9. i bis, and 
repcat the ame. 


+ Theſe may be in the Form of a Bond, the Penalty a 
large SUM of Money, and SEPARATION o Facto, 


1 


3 


of MARRIAGE, &. 15 


1 — take you —, for my wedded Huſ- 
band, &c. (as before.) Okt 


Signed this Day of &c. 


by us the contracting 


Parties, 
Wiindſs, „„ 
E. F. 8 


N. B. In Times of Haſte the Leſſons from Scripture, &c. 


may be omitted, or ſhortened; and the Execution of the 
Contract itſelf, whick is the eſſential Part of Matrimony, 
ſhali be efte: med ſuthacient. Of this there ſhould be Duplt- 
cates, to be kept by each Party, or their Friends, as a Cer- 
_ tificate of the Tranſaction, [If the Fox Mu ſhould be zc/era- 
ted by human Lows, the Duplicates may carry ſuch a Stamp 
as the LEGISLATURE ſhall think fit, and a Penalty be ap- 
pointed for the Neglect of it, but the want of Stamps ſn I 
not affect the Validity of the Marriage. In the Charter partie, 
which contains the Woman's Aſſent, her Name mult be 
 figned the firſt, The mutual ſurrendering, or voluntary 
Deſtruction of theſe Charters or Indentures, in the Preſence 
of the Officers of the Pariſh, where the Couple reſide, {1:1} 
be ſuch a Separation or Divorce, as ſhall clear each Party 

from being incumbered or reſtrained by the other; except 
there be G 


riſn Officers {hall compel the Parties to give a joint Security, 


that they will provide for them according to their Abilities.] > 


Now the Reaſons moving your Peti- 


tioners to ſollicit the Concurrence of this 


Honourable Houſe, to give a Sandlion to ſuch 


a Ferm as this, in the Bill now depending, are 


ſuch as they humbly conceive, are, cr ought 


to be, in a Free Stale, a ſufficient Founda- 
tion for paſling any Regulation into a Law, 


' namely, the Conſenc of the Matter with 


the Laws of God, and its Tendency to the 
| Good of Men. 


Fer, 


hildren by the Marriage, in which Cafe the Pa- 
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16 4 NEW FORM 
For, with Regard to the former, the 
Conſiſtency of the Matter, with the Lazs 


of Gop, they are not only convinced in 


their own Minds ; but find their Opinion 


likewiſe ſupported, in all the moſt eſſential 


Points, by the Authority of the ableſt Di- 


vines, particularly of that learned Caſuiſt, 


the great Biſhop Burnet, whoſe Writings, 


in this Behalf, are therefore annexed to this 
Petition, that they may be ſubje& to your 


Peruſal. And therefore your Petitioners are 
the more bold, for the Satisfaction of this 
Honourable Houſe, to demand of any Di- 
vine or Divines, of the preſent Age, who 


ſhall happen to oppoſe the ſame. 


Whetlier ſuch a Fokm of Marriage, as 


bas been already delineated, be not a con- 
ſcientious or religious Marriage ; that 1s, 


agreeable to the Word of God, and binding 
both Parties 7 Foro Cenſcientiæ, as much as 
the Contracts of the Quakers and Jews, or 


indeed any Marriage Contract whatſoever ?_ 


To which Propoſition, if they anſwer in 
the Affirmative, it will be evident that there 


can be no ObjeSien raiſed on the Part of 


Religion; and, if they anſwer in the Nega- 
live, one of your Petitioners is ready, as an 


eccleſiaſtical Perſon, to confront his Oppo- 
nents upon the Matter in Queſtion, at the 


Bak of this Honourable Houſe, and to pro- 


duce the moſt undeniable Teſtimonies for 
the lame, 


But 


of MARRIAGE, &. 17 
But beſide the Diſſent of the venal Par? 


of the Clergy, as your Petitioners are alſo 
apprehenſive, from what has already hap- 
pened, that this Form of Marriage, though 
ſo confiſtent with the Laus of Gor, may 


meet with Oppoſition from ſome Gentle- 
men profeſſing Knowledge in the Laws of 
England; they therefore, for the more 
ſpeedy Removal of Doubt and Difficulty in 


Caſe of ſuch Oppoſition, and to ſave this 
Honourable Houſe the Trouble of hearing 
long and fruitleſs Harangues upon that Oc- 
caſion, would further requeſt that they may 
be permitted to put the Succeſs of their Pe- 
tition upon the Iflue of theſe ſhort Que- 
ſtions, and to demand of ſuch Opponents, 
jearned in the Law; Whether, in a Matter 


previouſly ſettled, and allowed by the Laws 
of Gop and NaTvRe, any Human Power 
can legally claim a Right to prohibit or diſ- 
annul the ſame ? and whether, as ſuch Caſes 


as theſe (to thoſe who think them fo) are 
Caſes of Conſcience, to which our Act of To- 
leration profeſſes a great Indulgence, there 


ſHould not as much Regard be thewn to the 


tender Conſciences of the Members of the 


Church of England, as to the tender Con- 


ſcience of a Qyaker or few*?. Sous 


* If the Reader has a mind to ſee theſe Arguanents more 


at large, he may peruſe the AuTror's Letters to a great Man 


in the Church concerning the Lawfulneſs and Utility of the 
Antediluvian and Patriarchal Marriages, which are ſoon to 

be publiſhed, and proceed upon this Principle, that what was 
once morally right, can in no Times or Circumſtances be mo- 


rally wrong; ſince Right and 2 are eternal in their Na- 


A 
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18 A NEW FORM T3, 
+ Your Petitioners having advanced thus 
far upon the Legality of the Matter contain- 
ed in their Petition; would now humbly 
beg Leave to ſet forth its Utility, and how 

far it may contribute to the Good of Men. 


To this End they deſire to remind this 
Honourable Houſe, that the late bloody and 
extenſive Wars, ſo long ſubfiſting in all Parts 


and Quarters of the Globe, have made ſuch 


Havock among the Males, that ſuppoſing. 


the Births * of Males and Females to be in 
Number exactly equal, there muſt now be, 
by the Deſtruction of (ſuppoſing it) eight. 
hundred thouſand Men, a Surplus of eight 
hundred thouſand Females uſeleſs, in reſpect 
to Propagation for want of Mals. Which 
makes it a Period almoſt as remarkable as 


that recorded in holy Scripture. Seven Vo- 


men ſhall take hold cf one Man, ſaying, We 


will eat our own Bread, and wear our own 


Apparel, only let us be called by tiy Name, to 


tures, and, like Je/as Cri, the fame Yeſterday, To day, 
and for ever, 5 

* Marriages, one with another, do each of them produce 
about four Births in Exgland, and other Parts of Europe; But 
in Turky, Egypt, Arabia, and the Eaft, ſuppoſing each Male 


at an Average to have three Wives a- piece, the Births in each. 


Family are likely to be 4x 3=12. In Ergland, Mr. King 
concludes, that there are 10 Males born in London to 13 Fe- 
males, in other Cities and Market Towns 8 te g. But of the 
Births he ſays about 1 in 104 Marry, which conſidering how 


many unmarried Men are conſtantly employed in Var, 


Navigation, and diſtant Trafic, muſt make vaſt Surplus on the 


Side of the unmarried Women. If then in the Days of 
LTamech when the World was ſo thinly inhabited, there was 


ro Ohyjefion to Polygamy, on Account of a Scarcity of Wo- 
men, what muſt become of that Objection now, when there 
is ſuch a Redundancy of the Female en. oh 


*. — _ 
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take away our * Reproach. To which Cir- e li 
cumſtances of - Diſtreſs, if ours be ſimilar, 4 
your Petitioners humbly conceive, in ſpite of | 1 
the Power of modern Prieſtcraft, that fo good | 
a Teacher as God's Prophet ſhould be per- BR 
mitted to point out to us a ſimilar Remedy. _ 1 
As Citizens of the Viiverſe, we cannot 1 
wiſh to ſee it made a Deſart, by the Ex- 1 
rinction of Human Race; 2s Members of a Eo 
particular Community, and Subjects of Eng- 1 
land, we ſhould defire to have our National 9 
Name extended to more than one New- — 
England, and our ample Poſſeſſions abroad 5 
repleniſhed with our own People, rather than 3 
with Foreigners, which however cannot be 
effected but by the Increaſe of Propagation 1 


either there, or at home. OE: 
And becauſe our Colonies to be ſettled in 
the wild and uncultivated Parts of America 
will be almoſt in a State of Nature, where 
every Family and Plantation muſt form a 
little Republic by itſelf, the Security of which 
muſt ariſe from its Poteney and Strength, 
* Jlaiahiv. 1. It appears by this Paſſage of holy Writ, 
that it was then a Reproach to a Woman to be without Chil- 
ren ; with us, it is as often a Reproach to Women to have 
a Child, and ſuch a R-proach as frequently drives the dHracted 
Mother to cut the Thioat of her tender Infant. Goop Gop! 
How are thy ſacred Laws inverted under the Hypocritical 


| Maſk of Religion, by the Villainy, and baſe Policy of Men? 
The Reſolution lately taken by the Laity in ScoTLand to 


: regulate theſe Matters by an eaſy Fine is worthy the Imita- F 
5 tion of the Laity in Ex AN D. Indeed by what paſſes in { 
: France and other Countries, the Re-eſtabliſhment of Rational ſ 
; Religion ſeems to be a Taſk, which Providence has aſſigned 1 
to the Laity, the honeſt Part of the Prieſthood not being per- f 
: mitted to have an Hand in it for Fear of Perſecution from 3 
: I wn CT 4 
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1 | which muſt depend, in the next Place, upon 


di 4 the Number, Increaſe, and connected In- 
17 | tereſt of the ſeveral Members with the Head, 
| to which in antient Times it was found by 
| Experience that nothing contributed ſo much 
as the Plurality of Wives, who beſide pro- 
1 | ducing a preater Number, produced with 


7 
Mirritlönp:prnt r mms 
= 


that Number a common Intereſt among the 
CE Members, and connected them more cloſe- 
1 10 ly with the Head, who defended by his 
1 Wives and Children, and ſecured by Duty 
I and Affection, muſt be in a much ſafer Si- 
LY tuation than the ſolitary Chief, whoſe Mer- 
BY cenarics were ſuperior both to him, and his 
Kit Offspring, and whoſe principal Women be- 
Bit ing unmarried, were liable to be ſeduced 
1 to another's Intereſt, by deſiring another's 
1 . J ¾ 1 
1 Therefore, and becauſe theſe great Con- 
UM veniences to ſettling Families, at preſent of 
01 . ſuch high Importance to the State, are totally 
14 . obſtructed by an Act of Parliament of the 
1 „ aſt of James I. an Act deviſed by a Prince 
Tl of no great Character, and perhaps to very 
itt bad Purpoſes ; your Petitioners in this Behalf 
Flt do further humbly conceive, that it would 
if well become the Wiſdom of Parliament, if 
11 5 ſo much of the ſaid A as relates to“ Mar- 
| © 7iagewere amended, regulated, or repealed. 
Vid |. For beſide the Advantage which would 
F# „ . 
Ii II Chapter xi. of this AR (of the 1. of Jumes I.) were 
I amended, and- the penal Sax CT ION. which is contrary to the 
1 Law of Gop, repcaled, as Chapter xii. againit Hiteheraſt 
| (fult as <vi/e a Law by the ſame«vi/e Prince) was repealed by 
"the 9. of George II. c. 5. and in the Rcom of it every 4h. 
{> Sos Myzrefs 
| (i 
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be derived to our Se/crs abroad, by allow- 


ing them a Plutality of Wives under certain 
Regulations, your Petitioners are humbly 


of Opinion that herein a moſt ſignal Service 
would likewiſe be done to our Mother- 


Country here at home, by taking off, as 
_ faſt as they can be cured of their Illneſles, 


Numbers of unſettled Women, who now 


infeſt the Streets as common Proſtitutes, 
whoſe Removal in the End muſt totally put 
a Stop to public promiſcuous Fornication, and 
all its dreadful Conſequences, ſuch as the 
Ignominy and Misfortunes of innocent de- 
ſerted Children, and the Propagation of 
that Diſtemper, which in this and other 
Countries is daily the Ruin of half the Hu- 
J.. io 

. Further, as it is well known that Facility 
and Quickneſs of Marriage are greatly inſtru- 
mental to the Prevention of FORNICATION; 
and whereas by the late Ad of Parliament, 


great Difficulties were laid in the Way not 


only of the Laity, eſpecially ſea-faring Men 
 _Mifireſs made by Law a Wife, which certainly weuld be bet- 
ter in all Reſpects than to permit them to continue Harloss; it 
might be a Means of bringing in an immenſe Revenue to the 
State. We only hint theſe Things, leaving it to the Wiſdom 


of Parliament to adjuſt Particulars. But ſuppoſe (for there 
can be no Harm in an innocent Suppoſition) that his GRACE 


my Lord Duke were to pay for every zew Wire (now no 


more a Miſtrz/s) 1001. every Earl, Marquis, and Viſcount, 


7o l. a Baron 501. a Baronet 251. all who rank between the 
Baronets to the Knights Batchelors, incluſive, 101. Gentie- 


8 p . . 
men 8 1. capital Traders ad valorem, in Proportion as they 


pay for Steck to the Land-Tax, common Tradeſmen 
51. common Soldiers, Sailors, and Labovrers, 1s, This 
would probably exceed the Produce of the Caer-.23, or the 
ar vow ate, and be paid Without Falf the Grun,>ling, 

_ Whoſe. 
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422 A NEW FORM. 
and Trave/ters, with reſpect to acquiring 
Qusalifecaticns, or Licence tor Matrimony by 


Long Refi dence; in all which Caſes likewiſe, 


the laborious and honeſt Part of the eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy had their Share of the Incon- 


venience, being compelled, at the Hazard 


of their Lives and Liberties, to perform a 
Ceremony which does not belong to them 
ex officio Eccleſiaſtico: Since neither our 


Savieur or his April's, during the Courſe 
of their Miniſtry, ever took upon them 
any Autherity or Juriſdiction in the Affair of 
a Marriage- Contract, or ever left any Com- 
miſſion to their Succgſſors to intermeddle 
with the ſame: therefore your Petitioners 


humbly hope it will alſo be provided, that, 
from and after ſuch a Time, no Licence for 
Marriage ſhall be ſollicited from any Eccle- 
ſiaſlical Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, whe- 


ther Archbiſhop, Biſhop, Surrogate, Court, 
or Fraternity; nor any Licence whatſoever be 
to any Couple neceſſary, faving only in the 
Caſe of Minority; where the Parents, or in 


Defect of Parents, the Guardians or Friends 


of the Parties ſhall properly teſtify their 


Conſent in Writing. 5 


But that in all other Caſes, it ſhall be ſuf- 
ficient for the Laity to make their Mar- 


riaze f6/itically lawful, if after ſignifying 
their Nai, and Quality, and Place of Abode, 


to any one of his MaJesTY's Juſtices of the 


Peace, who ſhall be next at Hand, they ſhall 


repeat and fign the Form herein ata 


before any P ariih-Pricft, either at his pri- 
vate 


cc 
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vate Houſe, or in the Pariſh-Church or 
Chapel, or, in his Abſence, before the Cu- 
rate, or Lecturer belonging to the ſame, at 


any Hour of the Day or Night, which ſhall 


be moſt convenient. 
For becauſe the CILERGV of the Church of 


England*, by long Custom in this Realm, 


though not de jure divino, have been uſed as 
Public Netaries in the Caſe of Matrimony, 
your Petitioners humbly requeſt, that they 


may till retain ſo much of their antient 


Privilege, as to be preſent at the Marriage- 


Contract, in order to atteſt the ſame, and 


enter it in two Regiſters, Gc. to be kept at 
the Pariſh- Expence ; ; the one in a Cloſet or 
Coffer in the Pari/h-Church or Veſery, the 
other at the Dwelling of the ſaid Clerpy; 

who, for the better Security of the Reg?/ters, 

ſhall always have the Keeping of the ame, 
provided hereafter, that they ſhall not on 
that Account be expoſed to Danger, or 1g- 
nominy, or treated as Perſons cuilty of wilful 
Forgery, for any accidental Damage or ne- 


ceſſary Alteration, which for the Correction 


of Miſtakes may be made therein. 
And your Petitioners ſball ever pray, Sc. 


* We have lately been publickly informed, that, “ in 


Scotland Marriage is held to be a ci! Contra#, and neither 


*« Parſon or Magiſtrate is requiſite to compleat it: Conſent 


c/andeſtine Marriage yield in any 'R eſpect to the regular 
os Marriage of the Kirk, Mr. Erſein, the greateſt proleſſor 
of Law in the Univerſity of Zdingburgh, [ay s, Marriage 1s 
fully perfected by Conſent, which, without Conſurnmiat! ion, 

founds all the conjugal Rights and Duties.“ — See more of 


this in the PRINCIPLES af th; Laws of Scotland, B. 1. Lit. 
6. ve. z. 


«c 


40 


be fore two Witneſſes conſtitute a legal valid Marriage; the 
Parties are entitled to all the Rights of Huſband and Wife, 
and the Iſſue is, to every purpoſe, /egitimate ; nor does the 
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An Iifior ical n of the Aides 
ticity of the following Papere. 


From Mr. Mackxv” s Mexonns. 


Iſhop Burner, in the Hiſtory of his ow 
Times, Folio, Page 261, mentions a De- 
be gn which was ſet on Foot to divorce King 
CHARLES from Queen CATHARINE. On this 
Occaſion, ſays he © Other Stories were given 
% out of the Queen's Perſon, which were 


« falſe ; for I ſaw a Letter under the King's 


%. 
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N cron Hand, that the Marriage cas conſum- 
Ti % mated. Others talked of PoLycamy; 
| |) Tord Lauderdale and Sir Robert 1 
Fil e aſked my Opinion of theſe Things: T ſaid, 


I knew ſpeculative People could ſay a great 
te deal in the Way of Argument for PoLy- 
% GAMY and DivoRCE ; yet thoſe Things 

111 e eoere ſo * decried, that they Were reeded 

#4 « by all Chriſtian Societies.” 

However, Dr. Burnet freely declared his 
#1 Sentiments on theſe two Points. He had 
Ul taken the Pains to write two Arguments in 

' 


Der 


A 


Defence of both. Firſt of Divorce, 1 in Caſe 
of Barrenneſs ; and of Polygamy in general 
without any ſuch Motive. Theſe Papers he 
put into the Hands of Lord Lauderdale and 

others, with an Intent to farther the Deſign 


* Theſe Artifices, and the Cauſe of them, have been 
already noted in the Petition, p. 12. 
1 5 of 


« 
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of divorcing his Majeſty, and thereby of 
providing, by a Re- marriage, Heirs to the 
Crown, and excluding the Duke of York. 


Why theſe very curious Anecdotes are de- 


nied a Place in our Prelate's remarkable 


Hiſtory, I cannot aſſign the Cauſe; but this 
I know, that he himſelf had inſerted them; 


the late Mr. Archdeacon Eachard aſſuring 
me, that he had read them in his Lordſhip's 


Manuſcript ; and as I have obtained exact : 


Copies of them, I think myſelf obliged,” 

both in Juſtice to the Biſhop's Memory, as 
well as the Republick of Letters, to pre- 

ſerve them for the Information and Benefit, 

not only of the preſent, but of all ſucceed- 
ing Times. 


This noble PRECEDENT of juſt and free 7 


Thinking, | ſhews the IV TECRITy of the 
Writer, as the Arguments themſelves do the 
| Foneſt OxTHoDoxY of the Divine, in fairly 
oppoling the whole Torrent of * Antiquity, 
the Decrees of the Church, and the unani- 


mous Opinion of Civilians, Canoniſis, Ca- 


ſuiſis, and Divines, in all Ages. 
Theſe Papers were entitled, Dr. GIL BERT 


BuxneT's Reſolution of two important Caſes 


of Conſcience, 


UESTION the FIRST, vis. 
152 Woman's Barrenneſs a juſt Ground for 
a DivaRce, or for POLYGAMY Y? 


That is Church dutiguity or the long-eſtabliſhed Errors 
D | QuesT10N 


of Popiſh Prieftcraft, 


F - 
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26 Biſtep Burnet's Caſes of Conſcience, 
QuEsST10N the SeconD. 
bs PoLyGamMy in any Cuſe lauful under 
the Goſpel. 
The Reader is deſired to take Notice, 
that the following Copies of theſe two Reſo- 
lutions are atteſted by the learned Dr. Pa- 
_ terſon, Archbiſhop of GLas6ow, and the 
Originals are now in the Cuſtody of the 
Honourable Archibald Campbell, Eſq. where 
they may be ſeen, if any Occaſion ſhould. 
make it requiſite to produce them: _ . 
Ihe Archbiſhop of Glaſzow's Atteſtation | 
is in this Form, under his Hand, and __ 
copal Seal manual, viz. 


At Edenboroug b, this Fifth Day 5 Ja- 
nuary, One Thouſand Seven Hunted and 
Three Years. That the above-written Re- 
ſolution of theſe two Caſes, (viz. Is a Wo- 
man's Barrenneſs a juſt Ground for Divorce, 
or Polygamy? And is Polygamy, in any 
Cafe, lawful under the Goſpel ?) contained 
in this and the two foregoing Pages, is a 
true Copy of what I faw, read, and copied 
from the original Manuſcript, written with 
Dr. GIL BERT BURNET's own Hand, and 
which I copied over at * Ham, in the Year 
1680; the Original being then in the Poſ- 
| ſeffion of the Duke of Lauderdale, by 
whoſe Allowance and Conſent, I took a 
Copy of it, I do hereby ſolemnly atteſt, as 


* Hom is a ſmall, but very pleaſant Village, i in the oh 
* of Sar 7 where the Duke of Lauderdale had a fine Seat. 


1 witneſs 


d 
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witneſs my Hand and Seal, Day, Year, 
and Place above- written. 


J. GrAs Gow. (L. 8.0 
CASE the Figsr reſalved. 


QUzR1TUR Primo. Is a Woman's Bar- 
renneſs. a juſt Ground for Divorce, or for 


Polygamy ? Reſolued.— For Anſwer muſt . 


be better ſtated, and Barrenneſs declared 
to be paſſive Impote nry, or Inability ; for if 
a Woman can only receive a Man, That 
makes her fit only for Venery, which is a 
ſecondary End of Marriage, that follows 

the Fall and Corruption of Mankind; 
whereas the primary Intendment of Mar- 
riage, which was antecedent to Man's Sin, 
is Propagation; whoever therefore is 
incapable of that, muſt be incaßable of Mar- 
_ 74age ; for as Nothing that tickles the Taſte, 
but is of ſuch a Nature that it cannot be 
_ concealed in the Stomach, can be eſteemed 
Meat ; fo neither hath he a vital Appetite, 


who only feels a Reliſh in his Mouth, 


when his Stomach can raiſe no Fermenta- 


tion in what he (wallows down; fo alſo, if 


cither a Man's * Seed be incapable of Fer- 
mentation, or a Woman's Matrix be unable 
to ferment, either of theſe will ſtate a Per- 


5 Quanquam i in univerſum hand ſubſter Phy, foligia Epiſcopi. 


aut Opiniones ejus ævi, de Cauſa et Modo conceptionis, quam 
potius tribuo Aabæſoni homunculi (de ſemine Maris) Ovo 


* Ret, 


en ere _ r 


1minino, ejuſc ue Irrigationi, &c. Argumentum tamen 
doctiſſi mi Scrip! oris\ex Incapacitate AGENTIUM tantundem 


D 2 ſon 


©. 


ſon impotent. If therefore it is apparent, that 
a Woman, either through the Situation 
and Diſpoſition of her Parts, or ſome other 
| Quality inherent in her Matrix, cannot con- 
8 cerve, this being atteſted by Phyſigzans, ſhe is 
to be declared barren. Only from this Caſe 
ſuch Women are to be excepted, as are 
married after the Age of Forty, or Forty- 
| foe Years, in whom the natural Fecundity 
5 may be ſuppoſed to be dried up; and in 
that Caſe, a Man doth himſelf 0e Injury, | 
by ſuch a voluntary Choice, and there is no 
Reaſon he ſhould be inabled to auh it. A 
great Difference is alſo to be made betwixt 
a natural Parrenneſs, and that which 1s 
merely cad A Woman being then found 
naturally "barren, nothing of Divorce, or 
Polygamy, is to be conſidered, but ſhe is to 
be declored incopable of Marriage, as in the 
Cale of Fr1g1aity on the Man's Part: and ſo 
the Marrioge is lo be annulled, This is a 
ſhorter and a more expedite Way than any 
other except Deſertion, provided it be with- 
out Giliuſior: or Compulſion ; but the former 


may be eaſily juſtified, both beſore Gop and 
Max. 


CASE the SECOND reſolved. 


Is PoLyGamy in any Caſe lawful under 

the GosPEL ? : 
For AnsWER. It is to be confi dered, that 
Marriage is a Contract founded upon the 
Laws of Nature, its End being the Propa- 
#01 rf Mankind ; and the PFormality of doing 
it 


28 Biſhop brow of Divokcx. 


. AA AAA 


5 GT Pens N 
eee 
* n 5 2 = 


: 8 of n 482 — — . 
—————ů —ů ——— et —— a. < WS * 


* 7 þ 5. 


wr — — 
ge Roe OG 


* 0 v — * 2 9 8 5 Sx 5 1 ** FG * - 3 
2 2 . - The? g — 2); | FIR UCL — * 2 Þ 5 ö . _ e 5 . - - $1 
7 * 4 - . = 
— => 1 4 S a> 4 k 
4 1 : , p J 1 "= N — & We 2 as w — = —. 2 te os —_ — — ——ñ— - 2996 — * TL _— = 
a - 1 . — — — * : 4 — - — — Y * 2 - a . 
a 1 — — * — k - 3 p N my gg UE. ; 9 —_— 
* ww % 1 2 er ey « 3 — — — — — — - — — INN 112 — mb *—— a 1 2 N e - 3 r 
. . g a » f r * 5 FEY „ _ 1 7 1 — 
— : — he — . — : — ge” — . a > - 
r eee ooo <reeweab eo cdl RL”, ed Rs S BAT SO IPTG = 5 
_ 6 . - 2 a — 
4 933 * * — , — n N 
7 Y y 


Biſhop Burnet of POLYGAMY. 29 


it by Churchmen, is only a ſupervenient Be- 
nediction, or pompous ſolemnizing of it: 


and therefore the Nature of Marriage, and 


not any Form uſed in the Celebration of 1 it, 


is to be confidered, It is true the Caſe is 
harder, when any is married by ſuch a 
Form, as binds him to oNE Woman, than 
where he is bound only by the Tie of Mar- 


riage, conceived in general Terms. 


The Cafe of Manxinvp, ſince the Fall, 


varies very much from what it was in In- 
nocence, for then the S9undneſs of their Bo- 
dies, and Purity of their Minds, did keep 


out of the Way all the Hazards of Bar- 
renneſs, Sickneſs, Uncleanneſs, or Croſsneſs of 


 Humours, made the former Law not fo pro- 


per for Mankind ; yet ſtill a /pogle Marriage 


was the perfecter, as being nearer the Ori- 


inal. 


Before tbe Flod we find 13 a 3 


GAM1ST; ſuch were Abrabam and Jacob 


after it; not that this was not ge 
by Moſes; for all that he did relating to 


theſe Aﬀairs, was only to allow a 55 


which was a Pro for the Hardneſs of 
the Hearts of the gelites. Every Man 


was bound to maintain hom he had once 


married; leſt therefore ſuch as deſigned 
another Wife, and could not maintain a 
former, might uſe indirect Ways to be rid 


of them, this fair one of Divorce, was al- 
lowed of by God ; and their Po/ygamy was 


practiſed, _— 8 either Allowance or Con- 


| cu, as the natural Privilege of Mankind; 
neither 
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-neither is it any where marked among the 


Blemiſhes of the PaTRiarRcns; David's 


Wives, and Store of them he had, are 


termed by the Prophet, God's Gift te him: 
Yea PoLYGaAMy was made, in ſome Caſes, 


a Duty by Moszs's Law; when any died 
 orthout Jae, his Brother, or neareſt Kinſ- 


man, was to marry bis Wife, for railing up. 


Seed to bim; and all were obliged to obey. 


this, under the Hazard of the Jnfamy, if 


they refuſed it; neither is there any Excep- 
tions made for ſuch as were married; from 


whence I may faithfully conclude, that. 


v hat God made receſ/ary in ſome Caſes to 


any Degree, can in no Caſe be finful in tfelf, 
ſince God 1s Holy in all bis Ways. 


But it is now to be examined, if it Is for= 
bidden by the Gosper. It is certain that 


our 1 deſigned to raiſe Mankind to the 


higheſt Degrees of Purity and Chaſtity 


: Kh therefore our Lord and St. Paul do pre- 
fer a /ingle Life to a married Slate, * as that 
which qualifies us for the Kingdom of Hea- 
'ven, and was loaded with the feweſt In- 


cumbrances; and by this Rule, a ſingle. 


Marriage being next to none at all, was 


certainly more Auitable to the Gockel (he 
means the Times of the GosPeL] But a 


imple and expreſs Diſcharge of POLY Ga- 7 
nx is no where to be found. 


* This was meant only wth Reſped to 4 per- 


8 ſans, in particuiar Circumſtances, ſuch as an Apofile 3 which 
is the Reaſon why St. Paul applies it chiefly to himſelf. 1 Cor. 


vi. 


It 
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It is true our Lord diſcharges Divorces, 
except in the Cafe of Adultery, adding, 
that whoſoever puts away bis Wife upon any 


other Account commits Adultery : ſo St. 
Luke and St. Matthewo in one Place have it; 
or commits Adultery againſi ber: So St. Mark 
has it ; or. cauſes her to commit Adultery : So 
St. Matthew i in another Place. 
If it be Adultery then to take another 
Woman after an unjuſt Divorce, it will fol- 
low that the Vie has that Right over the 
Huſband's Body, that he muſt zouch no other, 


This is indeed plaufble, and it is all that . 


can be brought from the NEW TEST AMENT, 


- which ſeems convincing 3 yet it will not be 195 


found of Weg bt. 


Por it e ga be conſidered, that 7x our 
Lord had been to antiquate PoLYGAMY, it 


being ſo deeply rooted in the Men of that 


Age, confirmed by fuch famous and un- 
queſtioned Precedents, and rivetted by ſo 


long a Practice, he muſt have done it 


plainly and authoritatively, and not in ſuch 


an involved Manner, as to be /oyght out of 


his Words, by the Search of Log1ck. 
Neither are theſe dark Words made more 
clear by any of the Apoſtles in their Nitings. 


 Wops are to be carried no farther, than, 


the Deſign upon which they were written 
will lead them to; ſo that our Lord, being 


in that Place to Arie out DivoRCEs ſo exhli- 
city, we muſt not, by a Conſequence, condemn 


| PoLYG AMY ; _ fince it ſeems ot to have 


fallen 


S 


32 Diſbop Burnet of Porycanv. 
allen within the Scope of what our Lord 


does there diſapprove. 
Beſide the Term Adultery may be taken 


in general, for ſuch a Breach of Weadlock as 


18 equivolent to Adultery; and ſuch is an 


| unjuſt Divorce. This may be the Import- 


ance of the Phraſe uſed by St. Mark, viz. 
he committeth Adultery againſt ber; or all ma 


be better explained by the Phraſe st. Mat- 


thew uſes about it, in one Place ; He cauſes 
her to commit Adultery, ſince he that expo- 
ſeth or tempteth to Sin, ſhares in the Guilt, 
with the Perſon that ſuccumbs: and from 


this it appears, that PoLYGAMY #s not de- 
clared ADULTERY, neither in the Place ci- 


ted, nor any other that I know of. | 

But it is true that Polygamy falls ſhort of 
the Intendment of MARRIAGE, in Inno- 
cency, to which State, we, that are under 


the Goſpel, muſt return, as near as it is 


hoſible. It is to be confeſſed that PoLyGamy 
was much condemned by the * Anttents : 
| tho' 


* B Artients the Biſhep means in this Place, ſome of the 


People called the Fathers of the Church, Men of very diffe- 
rent Capacities, and ſome, as now a- days, of very indifferent, 


whoſe Whims and Fancies, being canoniſed, make that 


_ Difference which now ſubſiſts between antient and modern 


Chriſtianity ; that is, between the ſeveral national Churches 
and true Religion, which to the Reproach of all States and 


| Governments, nay to the Reproach of Mankind, is no where 
by Law eſtabliſhed throughout the World. For ſince the 
Fathers, as Dr. Swift, in his Tale of a Tub obſerves, Lord 


Peter, Martin, and Fack, and Peg, and Elizabeth, have all 


had a Hand in it. There is no EN to ſee the 


zaked Goſpel, without ſome dirty Dreſs or other hung 
about it. But not to looſe Sight of the Fathers, upon the 
ſubje& of Matrimony, | we fin them N 118 a 

erit 
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tho I think that I have met with Some- 


thing about it, that is little noticed; but of 


that, I can adventure to ſay nothing at this 
Diſtance from my Books and Papers. 


But all that being granted, it is to be 
conſidered that the Antients were unjuſt and 


ſevere againſt Marriage (itſelf), and did ex- 


ceſſively favour the celibate, or Angle (Life); 


ſo that in ſome Places, they, who married a 
ſecond Time, were put to do Penance fof it; 
and indeed both Jew and Gentile had run 


into ſuch Exceſs by their free Commixtures, 


that it is no Wonder if the holy Men of thoſe 
Ages, being provoked to a aft Zeal againſt 


ſach unjuſt Practices, muſt have been car- 


Tied through immoderate Swaying of the 


Counterpoite, into ſome Extreams on the 


other Hand. 


Therefore, to conclude this ſhort Anſiver, 


wherein many Things are hinted, which 
might have been enlarged into a Volume, 1 
ſee Nothing ſo ſtrong again/?! PoLYGAMY, 
as to balance the great and viſible imminent 


Hazards, that hang over ſo many TOO, 


It 1 it be not ALLOWED, 


Merit of having no Children; that is, of neglefiing one of 
the chief Duties or Purpoſes, for Which we had our Being. 
One of theſe, Origen, in his frantick Humours, is ſaid o 


have ſerved himſelf the ſame Trick, as the Methodift Preacher 
Who was lately tried at the Aſixes, ſerved the tao Boys; for 
which too, he, the ſaid Origen, ſhould have been indifed 
and puniſbed as a Sort of Felo de ſe, either by tying up the 


Inteſtinum rictum, or the two Ureters, that if he would not 


make a proper uſe of one Part of his Body, he 8 be 
Aebarted the uſe of the other. 


E Extract 
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| jt | Extract * the Public Ledger of Thurſday, 


480 February 16, 1764. 

BIS on To the PRINTER, 

$3: Wi ST R, 

US! I Obſerved in the Gaztttrer of Saturday laſt, a Para- 
1 1 ahh importing, That as they wanted an Increaſe 
| $- & of People in Se land, moſt of the principal cities had 
1 . © come to a Reſoultion to abolifh that barbarous Pe- 
Calf? *© nance of the Kepenting Stool and to ſubſtitute a Fine 


1 „in che Place thereof, which it is hoped will in a great 
a, «© Meaſure put a Stop to that horrid Crime of mar dering 
| | « Cliiren, too frequent in that Country. 
F Sir, Jam heartily on the Side of theſe honeſt Reſbt- 
| $ mers, and not in the leaſt aſhamed to confeſs it: as IL 
| 

; 


Ur aa pe IG SIR ir > 


am a Man in years, and can have no Paſſion to intereſt 

I me ir Queſtior's of this nature, but that of common Hu- 

K manty, and a Zeal for the Credit of the Chriſtian Re- 

ligion which I think has been highly diſhonoured by ſuch 

roguih Priefls and ignorant Magiſtrates, as pretend to 

draw Authorities from thence for Injunctions, which in 

fome Conditions and Circumſtances, muſt almoſt un- 

avoidably produce that unnatural bloodſhed which they 

complain of in Scotland, I mean the double death of both 

the Child and Mother, and that attended with ſuch, un- 

ſpeakable Diftreſs, ſuch deep and tragic Miſery. I Mould 

| . purſue this Subject farther, but that ! think. it is effec- 

Ii tually done to my Hand by another Perſon, in the Eines 

TH which I here incloſe. They make a caſuiſtical Scene in 
$01 180-8 a manu{cript Tragedy, which was found in the Papers ot 

a young Scotch Surgeon, who formerly lodged at my 

1.48 Houſe; the greater Part had been torn to light Pipes 

Wh | | with, and from what remained of the Title, I could 

i juſt make out the Tragedy ef Lady Ann Bothwell, or ſome 

1 ſuch Name. The Speakers in the preſent Scene are a 

| Scotch Parſon, a Scotch Lord, and a Bifhop ; but whe- 

ther an Engliſb Biſhop, or a Fetch, 123 tell, as the 

N Piece ſeems to have been written about the Tins that 

| 1 1 BR Preſbytery was eſtabliſhed in that Country by King Wil- 

1 . Hem III. N 
il | | ours, Ke.  EUSEBIUS, 
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An Extract from the Publick Ledger. 35 
THE Kirk of Scotland is a pow'rful Kirk, | 4 
It heeds not any Kix d's Commiſſioner: 
And if this Woman prove with * Bairn again, 
By my Sol, Mon, we'll bring you to the Stool. 
| Scotch LoD. | 
If little Children are to come to Chriſt, | | 
They muſt be born, before that they can come 3 
= And Chnil's Religion would defeat itſelf, NY j 
; | If it ſhould hinder Children to be born, 9 
| And yet demand them to be brought to him. = 
f ſuch as theſe his Kingdom muſt conſiſt; 1 | 
It muſt be form'd then from the Sons of Men: 
: For without Sabje&s he is not a KINO. | 
ö And why ſhould he be made a little King? 
Robb'd of his Homagers, or ſee his Sons — 
Held in zon- entity which might be born Mongo 
In numbers infinite, if half the wombs 1 x 
Which ye ſhut up, were open'd unto man? " | 
5 Mel. Jo Rx. * 
He ſhonna have more ſubjects than are ours: 
We have a ſhare in his dominion. 
5 3 Scotch L,oRD. 
And yet ye tell us much of his free grace 
Which thus ye deal in niggard quantity, 
And that to few, whereas it would diffuſe 
Itſelf like Ocean o'er the univerſe | 
To myriads, and to myriads never born. 
"Tis a fine miſhon ye have granted Chriſt 
| | To ſend him down from Heav'n to ſave mankind ; 
| Then uſe his own authority to ſtop | ES 
The progreſs of his work: unnumber'd Souls 
Which might experience Grace by your Decrees 
Are now with- held from their Redeemer's Sight, 5 
Never to know the Day. The deſart Earth, . 
Which man was to repleniſb and ſubdue, 
Still wants Inhabitants to till the ground: 
And in the ger'ral Harve/t of the WorLp, 
When the great Huſbandman collects th' increaſe, 
The Reapers muſt ſtand ſtill, or houſe a Crop 
So far from pleuteous, that it muſt be loſt 
In the great Store-houſe of unbounded Heav'n, 
BP Me. Joux. 385 5 
That's his concern—our preſent Care is here, 
We have our + Laith to fill as well as he, 
And fill it beſt by not admitting more 
Than we can well beftow to our behoof; 
Theſe therefore are ele, the weighty Grain. 


® Child, + Barn. 
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Scotch Lok b. e 
Tis his confetn to act a ſteady Part, 
Not contradict, or counterwotk-himfelf;: / 0 
1 Intreaſe and wulriphy· was once the Word, A +; 
Who can reverſeichis univerſal Law. ? - £4 11 4 - 


The whole Creation ſtill obey his Voice ; 3 
And yet big tue human Race N «ty * a 
But hve another Figure : let me RET”. 

"i Pri of ll Region be the anc Wat Wo 

45 Enter a BisROP, 

Scotch Lord. 


„ Lord you\myaught us in an high Debate N OY: 


Tay !tisa reffection upon Chr; 4 7 
172 once to mae him Saint of the world! 28 | 
Aud yet deny him half that world to ſave, pan” 
5 Waere eee e [on 
eeps this poor Giobe ſd thin inhabited, 1 „ TY 
5 8 + it peat to All the cent of He: EY of fon 
As e expe to the courts o eaven. 17881 
BiSwors. 2 * 
ij kojd, I grant your 8 juſt, - | 
1 n tis objected againſt Po per. 
po tis oppoſite G0 and CHR35T 3 7 


To Enatsr, wWhoſe Et was td fade A world 2 / 
That Pix czs in ſome —— Id eret _ 
Thats e Cm A, | 

anſions o Bl ouny rg | 
w hire they im ron human Print.. *p 
din thoſe Parete cells, — en night, 
"he embryo multitude of ba bab "PILE g 
; Unpebpling thus: their Kingdoms, md the World, 
| 25 eaten Los B d4, 
And where's the difference, m Lon, nein, 
etween thoſe 3 and "he le your Iron 0 ? 
'hich here at produce the fame E. 

And bind us down by 2 or Gre Digrace, 

To diſobey the hi 8 God. 5 

is crue there's Fariation in the Mn 

ye ſaving fall Dominion to the Fra, N 

Fee 1 tp ob Ba dine 

Neaxiã great Bui — tiver's ſide 

To mak ke their rofits by way ing Rig ht * 
Ober man's //ree Will, and th Wende, 
Which i Gap appoints, and Nate lanQihes, 
And nothingcan eradicate from Man. : ; a | 
Tis then in vain your kindred to diſo wn; 
Theſe Rags of PoWꝛ'r will ever make it known 0:3 28 
They are * Relicsof old Papal Rome, 
Which Knaw: pick up, and conſacgunged Home, 
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